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7.3 Requests to speak at Planning Committees and Area Planning Committees  
 
7.5 Requests to speak should be submitted to the relevant Planning Case Officer by 

10am on the third working day prior to the meeting.   
 
7.6 A maximum of three speakers are able to address the committee on each 

application or item.   
 
7.7 In respect of planning committees only, there can be a maximum of two speakers 

in favour or against an application.  The third speaker slot is reserved for the 
applicant or their representative irrespective of whether the application is 
recommended for approval or refusal. The applicant’s representation will be taken 
as the last speaker on an item.  

 
7.8 Where there have been requests to speak both in favour and against an 

application one speaker slot will be reserved for supporters and one for objectors.  
Where there is more than one speaker registered either in favour or against an 
application, the public shall decide amongst themselves who is to address the 
Committee.  If this does not take place, the Chairman shall use their discretion to 
determine who is able to speak. 
 

7.87.9 Where there are speakers registered only in favour or against an application and 
there have been Where more than two requests to speak have been received, the 
public shall decide amongst themselves who is to address the Committee.  If this 
does not take place, the Chairman shall use their discretion to determine who is 
able to speak.   

 
7.97.10 When registering to speak, members of the public will be asked by the 

Council if they consent to having their details passed on to other supporters or 
objectors, thus enabling them to put forward views of others who have an interest 
in and wish to make representations on the application or item. If a member of the 
public is representing the views of others, they must inform the Committee who 
else they are representing when making their presentation.  

 
7.107.11 At the meeting, each speaker will have a time period of up to 3 minutes to 

address the Committee.  Committee members will then have the opportunity to 
question the speaker.   

 
7.117.12 Members of the public making comments to Committees are able to send 

a substitute if they are unable to attend the committee meeting.  The Governance 
Officer supporting the meeting should be made aware of the substitution prior to 
the meeting commencing.  It is not permissible for a substitution to be made 
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which enables a member of the public to make two representations in respect of a 
single household.   

 
7.127.13 Where an application or item being considered by a Committee is referred 

to its parent committee for consideration, the speaking rights of members of the 
public who have registered to speak on the application or item will automatically 
transfer to the parent committee.  Speaking rights are also automatically 
transferred in the event where an application has been deferred to a future 
meeting of an Area Planning Committee or the Planning Committee.   
 

7.137.14 Members may only address Area Planning Committees on applications 
which affect their ward or on an application which that Member has ‘called-in’.  
When a Ward Member wishes to address a Committee they should give notice to 
the Chairman of the meeting before the start of the meeting.  Any Ward Member 
wishing to address the Committee shall have up to 3 minutes. Ward Members 
rights to address the Area Planning Committee are in addition to the rights of 
public speakers. 

 
7.147.15 One Ward Member who is not a member of the Planning Committee will 

have the right to address that Committee when it considers any planning 
application relating to the ward in question.  Where the ward is represented by 
Members from more than one party group one Member from each party group 
may address the Committee.  When a Ward Member wishes to address a 
Committee they should give notice to the Chairman of the meeting before the 
start of the meeting.  Any Ward Member wishing to address the Committee shall 
have up to 3 minutes.  Ward Members rights to address the Planning Committee 
are in addition to the rights of public speakers. 

 
7.157.16 MPs and GLA Members from the borough and MPs, GLA Members and 

Members from neighbouring boroughs may request to address a Planning 
Committee or Area Planning Committee meeting on a matter which affects their 
constituency or ward. Any such Member should give notice to the Chairman of 
the meeting before the start of the meeting. Any such Member would be allowed 
up to 3 minutes 
 

7.167.17 Where an Area Planning Committee has referred an item up to a relevant 
committee, the Chairman of the Committee will have a right to attend and speak 
at the meeting of the Committee where the referral is being considered 

 


